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SYIVIA. HAD ON HER BLACK SHOES. They were

shiny-new. Her hair

was perfectly parted in two long trenzas. It was her first day at
the Westminster

school. The halls were crowded with students. She was
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“I'm here to enroll the children in school,” said Aunt Why do | h
Soledad when they She was not

arrived at the principal’s office. Mexican—st

father was fr

The secretary gave Aunt Soledad two enrollment forms,
Mexico, but

one for Alice and

one for Virginia. But she did not give her enrollment forms for from Puerto

which was a

Sylvia and her
brothers.




Sylvia looked at her cousins. They had light skin and long
auburn hair, and
their last name was Vidaurri—their father was Mexican, but of
French descent.
Then she looked at her brothers, and at her own hands and

bare arms

“Rules are
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When they arrived home, Aunt Soledad told Sylvia’s father “But why’
what had

He was no
happened. Mr. Mendez told her not to worry—it had to be a done.”
mistake. He would
take care of it. He was a businessman, and he was used to In the follc
dealing with people. the county

superintend

The next day, Mr. Mendez met with Mr. Harris, the

superlntendent of the

earby farm. “The public school on 17th Street is the closest
schoolto our house, J

and my children should attend it.’

gl‘:hlldren have to go to the Mex1can&"ool said Mr.

Harris: =
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The Mendez family did not give up. Time and time aga'in,
Sylvia heard her
father talk with coworkers, friends, and other parents. “It’s
not fair that our
kids have to go to an inferior school,” he said. “It’s not only
the building that’s a E
problem—the teachers at the school don’t care about our

children’s education.

They expectthem.to dfogput By the eight#)grao.le. How will

our children

succeed and become doctors, lawyersjor teachers?2
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Over the next few months, Mr. Mendez and Mr. Marcus
traveled all over
Orange County looking for people who had experienced

similar problems.

Sylvia watched her father leave early inthemorning.
Sometimes she saw him 7 '

come home in the eveni'ng,L butoften she only heardhis

footsteps when he got };a ,

late at night.
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With the help of Mr. Marcus, Mr. Mendez found and talked
with other
families who were dealing with segregation. One of them was
the Estrada family.
Mr. Estrada had fought in World War Il. He had risked his life
next to Americans
of all races and backgrounds. But when he returned to
America from the war,
he found out that his children were not allowed to attend
school wighywihite (O
children. “Es una injusticia,” said Mr. Mendez. “It’s an

. . - ”
Injustice.
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The trial was held at a courthouse in Los Angeles. Sylvia and
her family dressed o
in their best clothes and sat in the courtroom to listen. The "";'
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“For what other reasons do you send children to the “At least s

Mexican school?” asked

“And in th
Mr. Marcus.

“S _*

Sylvia and her family braced themselves to hear what Mr. Ak
Kent would say next. what g
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Judge Paul McCormick took almost a year to give his
decision ... but when
he did, he ruled in favor of the Mendez family! In his ruling, he
said that “public
education must be open to all children by unified school

association regardless

of lineage.” This meant that everyone must be allowed to go to the sta

attend school, no

matterwhat his or her race or

»




In the new trial, the Mendez family received support from
the League of
United Latin American Citizens, the National Association for

the Advancement
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“So, remember,” said Sylvia’s mother, “we fought to make
sure you could

attend a good school and have equal opportunities."

Sylvia thought long and hard about what her mother said.

The next day, she
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In the 1940s, segregation based on
race or national origin was common
throughout the United States. The
Mendez v. Westminster School District
case paved the way for the
desegregation of schools in America.
Afterthe Mendez lawsuit, similar suits
were filed and won in Texas and
Arizona.In1954, sevenyears after the
Mendez victory, the landmark case
Brown wv. Board of Education
desegregated schools in the entire
country.
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was issued by the U.S. Postal Service
to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of
the Mendez victory. In 2009, a high
school in Los Angeles was named the
Felicitas and Gonzalo Mendez
Learning Center. And in 2011, Sylvia

Mendez received the Presidential
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GQLOSSARY

American Jewish Congress: an association that promyéjgwﬁéyson educated in the law who advises
interests in the United States and other countries  others on legal

matters
appeal: to request, after a trial is finished, that a higher court review

the outcome League of United Latin American Citizens: the largest

Latino civil

brief: a legal term that refers to a summary preparedrfgﬁeslsy@ﬁriﬂtion i A St tes

a trial

National Association for the Advancement of
case: a dispute between opposing parties, resolved bloaglge'ﬁtPeople'

% 3 an assoc&ation that works for equal rights and to
citizen: a person who owes allegiance to the governmentand is

entitled to full civic rights and privileges Sl

discrimination

court: a judge or a judicial body that makes decisions in cases

] opportunity: a chance to advance
according to the law PP 4

egbl.:ﬁﬁ‘%plﬂg:ta &tiréi?qgl?lﬁgrgf treaslt6i.?§toithcfrs withopegitigates forsaphvatetpaafrelased ceguaestjreghmight,

a
alscrlmmatlon, especidlly on thecgasw of their gendecjakeeaptit age

court of appeals: a ?ourt that reviews decisions madZ fgupen or group in authority
ethnicity:'a group of people who have a common national or

caltural tradition sdylirathbak equhBolypodiéphiapediblicherldsSthat
courtroom: a room within a courthouse where a.casémfree

field-worker: an agricultural laborer, often working @ﬁ&hﬁgﬁ@fﬁﬂ[dﬁ@ﬂﬁg@mmrﬁyﬁgﬁi)y}mtdlis{dsuhat
lveiRRn: ajudge’s conclusion after hearing both sidesrédimcase;

aruling 'ﬁ?d%?il&iﬁﬁ%%i@m@é access to public spaces,

y-giene: conditions relating to health, especially perssl?crhalagvel - 4
h‘EE&ding: causing a loss of self-respect LURO8E2 ﬁ8H£.tndg?%§¥?r?g establishments, restrooms,

E&?A%l%‘cglard: a group of public officials that oversees

impetigo: a skin disease
petig en elll'galnment facilities, as long as they are provide

inferior: of lesser quality s%ﬂgg ssigfaagefined area

equal nature

injustice: something that is not fair school district: an area, such as a neighborhood, town,

stand: tbe placeina courtroom where a witness sits (or
or’county,

integrate: to open to members of all races, eth“'c't'%ﬁﬁse Plt,ll?ﬁlrc schools are administered together

groups while being questioned by a lawyer

Japanese American Citizens League: an associatiorstipetnimb¢adent: the head of a school district. States
38civil and human rights and works for social change, pdeficelshlyiale
the Asian—Pacific American community and authority of a school superintendent in different

ways.
judge: a public official, appointed or elected, who oversees cases
ina court superior: of greater quality
lawsuit: a dispute brought to a court for a decision ttrbazaaabair braid

acase
trial: a formal examination of evidence by a judge or

jury, in order to

make a decision in a case
tuberculosis: a potentially fatal disease of the lungs

U.S. territory: an area, such as Puerto Rico, that is
governed by the
United States but is not a state
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